c o u 



2- A pair ; as of doves. 

Anon, as patient as the female dove, 

E’rc that her golden couplets arc difclos’d, 

r>rvrS S /i C £ Ce wi ]‘ flt droo P in g- Shakefpeare' s Hamlet. 

^ ’ n. f. [courage, Fr. from cor , Latin.] Bravery; 

aaive fortitude ; fpirit of enterprife. 

I he king becoming graces, 

Devotion, patience, courage , fortitude ; 

I have no relifh of them. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Their difeipline 

Now mingled with their courage. Shakefpeare' s Cymbtlint . 

Hope arms their courage: from their tow’rs they throw 
Their darts with double force, and drive the foe. Dry den. 
Courage , that grows from conftitution, very often forfakes 
a man when he has occafion for it ; and when it is only a kind 
of inftincl in the foul, it breaks out on all occafions, without 
judgment or diferetion. That courage which arifes from the fenfe 
of our duty, and from the fear of offending Him that made 
us, a»Sts always in an uniform manner, and' according to the 
dictates of right reafon. Addifon's Guardian. 

Nothing but the want of common courage was the caufe of 
their misfortunes. Swift. 

CouraGeous. adj. [from courage.] Brave; daring; bold; 
entcrprifirtg ; adventurous; hardy; flout. 

His is very courageous inad, about his throwing into the 
water. ShakeJ'peare' s Merry Wives of JVindfor. 

And he that is courageous among the mighty, fhall flee away 
naked in that day. Amos , ii. 16. 

Let us imitate the courageous example of St. Paul, who 
chofe then to magnify his office when ill men confpired to 
lelfcn it. Auecbury s Sermons. 

Courageously, adv. [from courageous. 1 Bravelv; floutlv; 
boldly. 

The king the next day prefented him battle upon the plain, 
the fields there being open and champaign : the earl courage- 
cufy came down, and joined battle with him. Bacon’s H. VII. 

(JouraGeousness. n.f [from courageous .] Bravery; bold- 
nefs ; fpirit ; courage. 

Nicanor hearing of the manlincfs and the courageoufnefs 
that they had to fight for their country, durft not try the 
matter by the fword. 2 Mac. xiv. 1 8. 

Oou'ranto. \ n ‘f" l (ourante * French.] Sec Corant. 

1. A nimble dance. 

I’ll like a maid the better, while I have a tooth in my 
head : why, he is able to lead her a couranto. Shakefpeare. 

2. Any thing that fpreads quick, as a paper of news. 

ToCourb. v. n. [ccurbcr, French.] To bend; to bow; to 

{loop in fupplication. 

In the fatnefs of thefe purfy times. 

Virtue itfelf of vice muff pardon beg. 

Yea, courb and woo, for leave to do it good. Shak. Hamlet. 

Co'urier. 7 i. f [courier, French.] A meffenger fent in halte; 
an exprefs ; a runner. 

I met a courier , one mine ancient friend. Shakcfp. Timon. 
This thing the wary baffa well perceiving, for more aflu- 
rance, by fpeedy couriers advertifed Solyman of the taking of 
Tauris, and of the enemy’s purpofe, requefting him with all 
fpced to repair with his army to Tauris. Knolles’s Hijlory. 

COURSE, n.f. [, courfe , Fr. curfus , Latin.] 

1 . Race ; career. 

And fome fhc arms with finewy force, 

And fome with fwiftnefs in the courfe. Cowley. 

2. Paffage from place to place; progrefs. To this may be re- 
ferred the courfe of a river. 

And when we had finifhed our courfe from Tyre, we came 
to Ptolemais. Affsxx i. 7. 

A light, by which the Argive fquadron fleers 
Their lilent courfe to Ilium’s well known fhore. Denham. 

3. Tilt; aft of running in the lifts. 

But this hot knight was cooled with a fall, which, at the 
third courfe , he received of Phalantus. Sidney. 

4. Ground on which a race is run. 

5. Track or line in which a fliip fails, or any motion is per- 
formed. 

6. Sail ; means by which the courfe is performed. 

To the courfes we have devifed ftudding-fails, fprit-faUs, 
and top-fails, Raleigh’s Effays. 

7. Progrefs from one gradation to another. 

If flic live long. 

And in the end meet the old courfe of death. 

Women will all turn monitors. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

When the ftatc of the controvcrfy is plainly determined, it 
muft not be altered by another dilputant in the courfe of the 
deputation. . . . 

8. Order of fucceffion ; as, every one in his courfe 

If any man fpeak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, 
or at the mofl by three, and that by courfe-, and let one in- 
terpret. 1 Cor. xiv. 27. 

0. Stated and orderly method. 

The duke cannot deny the courfe of law. Shakefpeare. 
If God, by his revealed declaration, firll gave rule to any 


cou 

man, he, that will claim by that title, muft have the f am . 
pofmve grant of God for his fucceffion , for, if it has ?! 

direfted the courfe of its defeent and cc nof 

fucceed to this title of die firll Ruler. 



direfted the courfe ■ of its defeent and convevance, no body cm' 
lucceed to this title of the firll Ruler. ' 

10. Scries of fucceflive and methodical procedure 


I he glands did refolve during her courfe of phvfick, and 

fhecontinueth ver >’ well to this day. ' l Pi f email's Su,Z, 

« 1. T he elements of an art exhibited and explained, in a me* 
thod.ca! fer.es Hence our courjes of pliilolophy, anatomy' 
chemiftry, and mathemat.cks. ' Chambcrl 

12. Conduct; manner of proceeding. 

Grittus perceiving the danger he was in, began to doubt 
with himfelt what courfe were heft for him to t. ke. Kr.dlcs 
That worthy deputy finding nothing but a common mifery 
took the beft courje he poflibly could to eftabiifli a common 
w<?lth m Ireland. Davies m /,., w 

He placed commiflioners there, who governed it only i n a 
courfe of diferetion, part martial, part civil. Davies on Ireland 
Give willingly what I can take by force ; 

And know, obedience is your fafeft cowfe. Dryd. Aurenn, 
But if a right courfe be taken with children, there will not 
be fo much need of common rewards and punilhments. Lode. 

’ Pis time we fhould decree 

W hat courfe to take. Addifon's Cato. 

The fenate obferving how, in all contentions, they were 
forced to yield to the tribunes and people, thought it their 
wilcft courfe to give way alfo to time. ^ Swift. 

13. Method of life; train of action?. 

A woman of fo working a mind, and fo vehement fpirits, 
as it was happy flic took a good courfe ; for otherwife it would 
have been terrible. Sidney. 

His addition was to courfes vain ; 

His companies unletter’d, rude and (hallow ; 

His hours fill’d up with riots, banquets, fports. Shak. H. V. 

Men will fay. 

That beauteous Emma vagrant courfes took. 

Her father’s houfe and civil life forfook. Prior. 

14. Natural bent; uncontrolled will. 

It is beft to leave nature to her courfe , who is the fovereign 
phyfician in rood difeafes. Temple. 

So every fervant took his courfe , 

And, bad at firll, they all grew worfe. Prior. 

15. Catamenia. 

The like happens upon the ftoppage of women’s courfes , 
which, if not fuddenly looked to, fets them undoubtedly Into 
a confumption, dropfy, or fome other dangerous difeafe. 

Harvey on Corifumpfms. 

16. Orderly ftrufture. 

The tongue defileth the whole body, and fetteth on fire 
the courfe of nature. James, iii. 6. 

17. [In architefture.] A continued range of Hones, level or of 

the fame height, throughout the whole length of the building, 
and not interrupted by any aperture. Harris. 

1 8. Series of confequences. 

Senfe is of courfe annex’d to wealth and power ; 

No mufe is proof againft a golden Ihow’r. Garth. 

With a mind unprepoftefied by doftors and commentators 
of any feft, whofe reafonings, interpretation and language, 
which I have been ufed to, will of courfe make all chime that 
way; and make another, and perhaps the genuine meaningof 
the author, feem harlh, Drained, and uncouth to me. Locke. 

19. Number of dilhes fet on at once upon the table. 

Worthy fir, thou bleed’ft : 

Thy exercife hath been too violent 

For a fecond courfe of fight. Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus. 

Then with a fecond courfe the tables load. 

And with full chargers offer to the god. Dryden’s JEn. 
You are not to wafh your hands ’till alter you have fent up 
your fecond courfe. Swift’s Directions to the Cook. 

So quick retires each flying courfe , you’d fwear 
Sancho’s dread doftor and his wand was there. Pope- 

20 . Regularity; fettled rule. 

Neither mall I be fo far wanting to myfelf, as not to defire 
a patent, granted of courfe to all ufeful projeftors. Swift. 

21. Empty form. 

Men talk as if they believed in God, but they live as if 
they thought there was none; their vows and promifes are no 
more than words of courfe. L' Ejlrar.ge, F do. 47 ■ 

To Course, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To hunt; to purfue. 

The big round tears 

Cours'd one another down his innocent nofe 

In piteous chafe. Shakefpeare' s As you hie lt - 

The king is hunting the deer ; 1 am c.urftng myfelf. 

Shakefpeare' s Love's Labour lofl. 

Where’s the thane of Cawdor ? 

We tour'd him at the heels, and had a purpofe 

To be his purveyor. Shakefpeare s Macbeth' 

2. To purfue with dogs that hunt in view. 

It would be tried alfo in flying of hawks, or in cow fug 
a deer, or hart, with greyhounds. Bacon s Natural thfory. 

I am continually Hinting hares for you to cou fe: we were 
2 certainly 
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certainly cut out for one another; for my temper quits an 
amour juft where thine takes it up. Congreve’s Old Batchelor, 
■7 To put to fpced ; to force to run. 

When they have an appetite 
To venery, let them not drink nor cat. 

And courfe them oft, and tire them in the heat. May s Lug, 
To Course, v. n. To run; to rove about. 

Swift as quickfilver it courfes through 
The nat’ral gates and allies of the body. shakcfp. HamL t. 
The blood, before cold and fettled, left the liver white and 
pale, which is the badge of pufillanimity and cowardice; but 
the lli err is warms it, and makes it courje iiom the inwards to 
the parts extreme. v Shakefpeare s Henry I V />. 1 1 . 

She did fo courfe o’er my exteriours, with fuch a greedy in- 
tention, that the appetite of her eye did feem to fcorch me up 
like a burning- glafs. Shakefpeare' s Merry Wives of Windfor . 

Ten brace and more of greyhounds, fnowy fair, 

And tall as flags, ran loofc, and ’cours'd around his chair. Dry. 

All, at once 

Relapfing quick, as quickly re-afeend 

And mix, and thwart, extinguifh, and renew. 

All ether courfing in a maze of light. Thomfon's Autumn. 
Co'vRSER. 7 i, f. [from courfe ; courfter, French.] 
t . A fwift horfe ; a war horfe ; a word not ufed in profe. 

So, proudly pricketh on his courfrr ftrong; 

And Atin ay him pricks with fpurs of fliamc and wrong. 

Fairy L^uecn, b. ii. cant. 5. Jlanso. 38. 

Then to his abfent gueft the king decreed 
A pair of courfers, born of heav’nly breed ; 

Who from their noftrils breath’d etheria! fire, 

Whom Circe Hole from her ccleftial fire. Drydens Ain. 

Th’ impatient conifer pants in every vein. 

And, pawing, feems to beat the diflant plain ; 

Hills, vales, and floods appear already crofs’d. 

And, e’re he ftarts, a thoufanJ flcps arc loft. Pope. 

2. One who purfues the lport of courfing hares. 

A leafh is a leathern thong, by which a falconer holds his 
hawk, or a courfr leads Ills greyhound. Hanmcr. 

COURT. n.J. [caur, Fr. koert, Dut. curtis, low Latin.] 
j . The place where the prince refides ; the palace. 

Here do you keep a hundred knights and fquires, 

Men fo diforderly, fo debauch’d and bold, 

That this our court , infefted with their manners. 

Shews like a riotous inn ; Epicurifin and lull, 

M ake it more like a tavern, or a brothel. 

Than a grac’d palace. Shakefpeare' s King Lear. 

It fhall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. 

Jfaiah , xxvi. 1 3. 

His care and exaftnefs, that every man fhould have his 
due, was fuch, that you w'ould think he had never fuen a court : 
the politenefs and civility with which this juftice was admi- 
nillrcd, would convince you he never had lived out of one. 

Prior’s Dedication. 

A fuppliant to your royal court I come. Pope's Odyjey. 

2 . The hall or chamber where juftice is adminiftred. 

Are you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this prefent queftion in the court? Shakefpeare. 
St. Paul being brought unto the higheft court in Athens, to 
give an account of the doftrinc he had preached, concerning 
Jefus and the refurreftion, took occafion to imprint on thole 
magi (bates a future date. Atierbury's Sermons. 

3. Open fpace before a houfe. 

You muft have, before you come to the front, three courts : 
a green court plain, with a wall about it'; a fecond court of 
the fame, but more garnifhed, with little turrets, or other 
embellifhments upon the wall; and a third court , to fquare 
with the front, not to be built but inclofed with a naked 
_ Bacon, Effay 46. 

Suppofe it were the king’s bedchamber, yet the meaneft 
man in the tragedy muft come and difpatch his bufinefs, rather 
than in the lobby or courtyard (which is fitter for him), for 
fear the flage fhould be cleared, and the fccncs broken. Dryd. 

4. A fmall opening inclofed with houfe and paved with broad 
ftoncs. 

5. Pcrfons who compofe the retinue of a prince. 

Their wifdom was fo highly eileemed, that fome of them 
were always employed to follow the courts of their kings, to 
advife them. Temple 

6. Pcrfons who are affcmbled for the adminiftration of juftice. ’ 
7 - Any jurifdiftion, military, civil, or ecclefiaftical. 

It any noife or foldier you perceive 
Near to the wall, by fome apparent fio-n 
Let us have knowledge at the court ofguard. Shak. Ii. VI. 

The archbifhop 

Of Canterbury, accompanied with other 
Learned and reverend fathers of his order. 

Held a late court at Dunftablc. Shakefpeare’ s Henry VIII. 

I have at laft met with the proceedings of the court baron! 
held ln that behalf. Spectator, N°. 623! 

• lie art ot pleafmg ; the art of infinuation. 

Haft thou been never bafe ? Did love ne’er bend 
I hy trailer virtue, to betray thy friend ? 


Flatter me, make thy court, and fay it did ; 

Kings in a crowd would have their vices hid. Dryd. Aurcng, 
Some fort of people, placing a great part of their happinefs 
in ftrong drink, arc always forward to make court to my 
young mailer, by offering that which they love bell them- 
felves Locke, Jell. 1 8. 

1 have been confidering why poets have fuch ill fuccefs in 
making their court , finer they are allowed to be the greatest 
and beft of all flatterers : the defeat is, that they flatter only 
in print or in writing. Swift to Gay. 

9. It is often ufed in compofition in moil of its fenlcs. 

To Court, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To woo ; to folicit a woman to marriage. 

Follow a fhadow, it flies you; 

Seem to fly it, it will purfue : 

So court a miftrefs, file denies you ; 

Let her alone, fhc will court you. Ben. Johttfon’s Forejt. 

Fir’d with her love, and with ambition led, 

The neighb’ring princes court her nuptial bed. Drydtn's Ain, 

Alas ! Sempronius, wouldft thou talk of love 
To Marcia, whilfl her father’s life’s in danger ? 

Thou might’ll as well court the pale trembling veftal. 

While ftie beholds the holy flame expiring Addifon's Cato. 

Ev’n now, when filent fcorn is all they gain, 

A thoufand court you, though they court in vain. Pope. 

2. To Iblicit; to feck. 

Their own eafe and fatisfaflion •would quickly teach chil- 
dren to court commendation, and avoid doing what they found 
condemned. Locke on Education, Jeff. 39. 

3. To flatter ; to endeavour to pleafe. 

Court-chaplain, n.f. [court and chaplain.'] One who at- 
tends the king to celebrate the holy office. 

The maids of honour have been fully convinced by a famous 
court-chaplain. Swift. 

Court-day. n.f. [court and day.] Day on which juftice is 
lolemnly adminiftred. 

The judge took time to deliberate, and the next court-day 
he fpoke. Arbutb. and Pope's Mart. Scrib. 

Court-dresser. n.J. [court and drejfer.] One that drefles 
the court, or pcrfons of rank ; a flatterer. 

There are many ways of fallacy ; fuch arts of giving co- 
lours, appearances and refemblances, by this court- drejfer, 
fancy. Locke. 

Court-favour, n.f. Favours or benefits bellowed by princes. 
We part with the bleffings of both worlds for plcafurcs, 
court-favours, and commiffions ; and at laft, when we have 
fold ourfdves to our lufts, w r e grow fick of our bargain. L’EJl. 

Court-hand. «. f. [court and hand.] The hand or manner 
of writing ufed in records and judicial proceedings. 

He can make obligations, and write court-hund. Sb. H. VI. 

Court-lady. n. f [court and lady.] A lady converfant or 
employed in court. 

The fame ftudy, long continued, is as intolerable to them, 
as the appearing long in the fame clothes or fafhion is to a 
court-lady. 

Co'urteous. adj. [curta'is, French.] Elegant of manners; 
polite; well-bred ; full of a£ts of refpedl. 

He hath deferved worthily of his country; 

And this afeent is not by fuch eafy degrees. 

As thofe who have been fupple and courteous to the people. 

Shakefpeare s Coriolanus. 

1 hey are one while courteous, civil, and obliging ; 
hut, within a fmall time after, are fupcrcilious, fharp, "trou- 
blcfomc, fierce, and cxceptious. South’s Sermons. 

Courteously, adv. [from courteous.] Refpedlfully ; civilly 
complaifantly. J : * 

He thought them to be gentlemen of much more worth 
than their habits bewrayed, yet he let them court esujly 


pafs. 


W stt on. 


Wh.lfl Chrift was upon earth, he was not onlveafy of acccfs, 
tic did not only courteoujly receive all that addreffed 'themfelves 
to him, but alfo did not difdain himfclf to travel up and down 
the country Calamfs Sermons. 

He arrived at the coaft of Alcmous, who, being prevailed 
upon by the glory of his name, entertained him courteoujly. 
n , , Broom’s Notes or. the Odc/Tev. 

C plaifInce USNESS ’ ” f ' l hom courteeus -] Civility; com- 

Co'urtesan. 1 n.f. [cert fana, low Latin.] Atvomanofthe 
Courtezan. J town ; a proftitute; a (trumpet. 

a t brave night to cool a cowtezan. Shakef. Kin r Lear 

With them there are no (lews, no difl’olute houfe na 
courtefans, nor anything of that Kind; nay, they wonder 

tL n • u- • t Bacon s Nnv Atlantis 

n “ a co!um "’ *aud like"; 


Char 


irixus, the brother of Sappho, in love with RJ 
courtezan, fpent his whole eftatc upon her. Audio, 's S' ? I “ 
CoGrtesy. n.f. [courtoijie, Fr. colefa, ItaUanT ***** 
l. Blegance or manners; civility; complaifance. 
bir, you are very welcome to cur houfe : 


